Unsuccessful surgical treatment of thoracic aortic thrombosis in a patient with essential thrombocythemia.
Essential thrombocythemia (ET) is a rare condition with an incidence of several persons per million in Japan, while the incidence of thrombosis ranges from 11% to 25%. We present a woman in her 70 seconds with ET who developed small intestinal necrosis and thrombosis in the proximal descending aorta. The patient underwent partial small bowel resection and replacement of the descending aorta, followed by multiple reoperations for thrombotic and hemorrhagic complications. She eventually died of empyema and sepsis caused by Klebsiella oxytoca. In patients with ET and large vessel thrombosis, we have to carefully judge the indications for surgery.